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Your Secretary’s 
Report 


By Waldo T. Boyd 


(This is the first official report by our 
new Executive Secretary. He assumed 
his duties January 1, 1993, taking over 
from Paul N. Dane. But Waldo is no 
stranger to the bridge of the good ship 
WIRELESS PIONEER. For some 
four years now, he has been com- 
puterizing our membership records 
and printing labels for our mailings. 
His efforts made possible a Wireless 
Register directory in 1992. He now 
takes on the much larger job of being 
our general administrator. )- Editor 


Wireless communication has expan- 
ded and proliferated far beyond the 
dreams of its earliest visionaries until 
the present hour. Nor is it likely that 
the growth has reached its zenith. 
Rather, new and very exciting shred- 
outs continue apace. In only the past 
10 years communication via computer 
modem has increased in speed many- 
fold, and via satellite which puts it 
solidly in the realm of “wireless.” We 
have talked with men on the moon. 
Our equipments have communicated 
beyond the gravitic influence of the 
earth, and this must needs only 
become even more commonplace. 


The Continental-Morse and Interna- 
tional-Morse codes have served us 
well. There are those among the 
world’s leaders who are content to let 
“the code” slip into obscurity and 
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become only a memory, but a quarter- 
million Hams and a large percentage of 
our membership are not about to let 
that happen. While there is a nostalgia- 
factor in continuing the use of Morse 
signalling, there remains a fair number 
of practical uses for it as well, not the 
least of which is for emergency rescue. 
The tap- tap-tapping on the skin of a 
crippled submarine can communicate 
long after the more sophisticated 
equipment within has succumbed to 
salt and the umbrella of water over- 
head. The primary reason to keep 
Morse alive today is its universality. 


Keeping Morse Alive 


We, collectively the Society of 
Wireless Pioneers, are dedicated to 
documenting the early days of Wire- 
less; and we are further dedicated to 
keeping the knowledge and use of the 
Morse Code alive. Paul Dane, 
W6WOW, has done a great job of 
keeping the Society together over the 
past few years serving as both pre- 
sident and secretary, and while travel- 
ling extensively has contacted many of 
our members to keep the camaraderie 
alive and well. The Board has been 
seeking someone to carry on the 
secretarial post for quite some time, 
and by some quirk of fate has singled 
out this maverick named Waldo. 


I was a pre-teen when I first built 
a “crystal set” and proudly demonstra- 
ted it to parents who were far from 
impressed. This was just a passing fad, 
they said, and why don’t you do 
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something useful for a change? I did. I 
went on to learn the Morse Code via 
telegraph sounder and eventually to go 
aboard ship as a radio operator. | 
operated a spark transmitter and 
coherer receiver for the U.S. Navy, 
Our un-Common 
Heritage 


stood SOS watch on 500 kes (kHz) for 
many hundreds of hours over the 
years. Here in this Society are many 
fellow-Sparks who have done that and 
more. That’s why we have something 
in common not shared by the general 
population. 


The secretariat is the hub of any 
organization, the secretary its spokes- 
person. Many persons throughout the 
group work diligently at their jobs as 
well, but it is the secretary to whom 
inquirers must direct their questions, 
who must sign on the line those legal 
documents recognized by the State. 
From time to time this secretary will 
remind everyone of the job being done 
by the Chapter leaders, by the Slop- 
Chest -bos'n, by the Treasurer, the 
Beacon editor, and those unsung folks 
who touch someone on the shoulder 
and say, 

"You'd make a great 


SOWP member!" 


No one person can do it all... With 
our concerted effort to grow and 
succeed in our goals, each of us is a 
part of a very worthwhile means to get 
the job done. 


Continued, Page 2 
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Secretary’s Report - From P. 1 


A major aspect of my job is to 
consolidate the past and present 
records into a reliable computer data- 
base. An important phase of this 


... Your Dues Status 


consolidation is to put each person’s 
dues status in plain sight on the 
mailing label. This is being done as 
steadily as possible, given the need for 
just a bit of sleep now and then. If you 
see a five-character field at the end of 
Line One of your label that reads 
12/93, or otherwise, that’s your dues 
status. If it reads ../.. or 12/.. that’s 
because I have not yet found your 
payment record among the files. If 
there is no such set of characters, the 
same thing applies -- I’m looking for 
the data. With over 3,000 active 
records to call to screen, time presses 
very heavily. Thus, it would help 
considerably if each member reading 
this would check the label for this 
issue, and perhaps search the well- 
worn checkbook record for items writ- 
ten around the first of 1993 or im- 
mediately prior. 


About dues: The rate is $10.00 per 
year or 3 years for $25.00. The period 
runs from January through December. 
A few members have mentioned that 
they understood that “Life Member- 
ship" means no dues following the 
original year’s payment plus a $5.00 
initiation fee. If that were the case, 
our treasury would be non-existent by 
now, although it is not in a boastfully 
high fiscal state of health at present. 
A few members have made a large 
“Gold Card" payment up-front that 
carried them for life, but “takers” of 
this schedule based on a person’s age 
and past service to the communica- 
tions medium are few. A very few 
members were awarded a gold card for 
lang, exemplary service ta the Saciety 
in special ways. 


Two additional sources of income 
have been, and remain, an occasional 
overpayment contribution at dues time, 
and an occasional family bequest at 
time of retirement of their loved one’s 
membership to our Chapter Eternal 
(SK). But by and large, our financial 
independence rests on steady, prompt 
dues payments. 


Setting The Record Straight 


To set the record straight, Life 
Membership has to do with our being 
members until we become, ourselves 
one by one, Silent Keys. When the 
$5.00 fee is once paid and accepted, it 
is never again assessed. To keep the 
publications coming, the member must 
keep dues active. If one reverts to 
inactive status, a signal is entered in 
the computer record which skips print- 
ing the mailing label; the member can 
reactivate publications once again 
simply by paying the current year’s 
dues, although back issues of those 
publications will carry a cost plus 
postage as determined at the time of 
reactivation (if any remain in stock). 


If Your Address Changes 


For moves of residence, keep in mind 
that the post office has very rigid ways 
of handling third-class mail, the bulk 
rate used to mail publications to our 
USA members. If there is even the 
slightest item wrong with the address, 
the PO either returns the item to us, 
the sender, or tears off the address 
page and sends that back. The publica- 
tion is not forwarded. Thus, if we do 
not have your latest address, how do 
we get a change of address entered in 
our database? One way, quite time- 
consuming, is for us to check the latest 
Amateur Radio Callbook. But if you 
forgot to inform SOWP of a change, it 
is likely that you neglected to inform 
the Callbook editor as well. By the 
way, we need your ZIP PLUS FOUR 


code, not just the first five numerals. 


SPARKS JOURNAL 


My “other hat” is worn as editor of 
SPARKS JOURNAL. Only the low 
state of the exchequer prevents us 
from publishing an issue this year, 
since Bill Breniman had prepared 
about half an issue before he retired 
and coming up with a few more photos 
and articles is a labor of love that I’m 
anxious to pursue. 


So, send us your bouquets and your 
gripes, and your suggestions and news. 
That which you want to see in an 
upcoming Geacor should go direct to 
our editor, Ted Phelps, W8TP. If you 
have something that you believe 
should appear in SPARKS JOUR- 
NAL, I’m open for cartoons, old 
photos well identified and stories of 
your escapades; sooner or later we’ll 
resume publication. By the way, a 
complete set of SPARKS JOUR- 
NALS has been presented to the 
California State Library, which will 
make them available for public inquiry 
in about a year. 


I’m in what is fleetingly called the 
“Golden Years.” If I can retain my 
health for the next five to ten I'll do 
my best to serve this Society to its 
benefit. Your support and camara- 
derie, already quite evident at this early 
date to judge by my growing stack of 
correspondence, is deeply appreciated. 


yey - 73 de K6DZY. 
B 
FCC EXAMS GOING 
COMMERCIAL 


By the end of summer 1993, FCC 
examinations for commerical radiotele- 
graph and radiotelephone licenses will 
begin being conducted by private busi- 
ness. This is a move to further reduce 
costs, FCC says. Stay Tuned! - (From 
the WSYI Report, May 15, 1993.) 


Sao ee UY OOS 


Dateline: June, 1994 -- Destination: Normandy (7?) 


On June 6, 1944, the greatest 
armada _ in history, some 5,000 ships, 
converged near the beaches of Nor- 
mandy to liberate Europe. (The 
March, 1993 issue of this newsletter 
told part of the story.) Now, volunteer 
groups associated with three reactiva- 
ted World War II American merchant 
ships are hoping for a 50th Annivers- 
ary return convoy to Normandy in 


June, 1994. 


The three vessels are the Liberty 
ships John W. Brown, Baltimore, 
MD, the Jeremiah O’Brien, San 
Francisco, CA and the Lane Vic- 
tory, berthed at San Pedro, CA. 
Plans have been made for the two 
Pacific Coast ships to transit the 
Panama Canal and meet the Brown in 
New York harbor where a gala parade 
of ships, Operation Steamship, may 
take place. The Convoy would depart 
under U,S. naval escort in mid-May 
1994, steam to Halifax, N.S. to pick up 
Canadian naval escort and steam 
across the Atlantic to Southampton 
England, for more festivities. 


The big event, of course, would be 
the trip across the English Channel to 
Normandy, arriving on the morning of 
the 6th of June where massive com- 
Memoration activities are planned. 


Planning for this historic voyage has 
been underway for many months by 
volunteer groups associated with the 
three veteran ships, taking time, effort, 
people - and money. 


On January 5, 1993, Congresswo- 
man Helen Delich Bentley, R-MD, 
with 11 co-sponsors, introduced in the 
House of Representatives H.R. 58, a 
bill to enable the volunteer groups to 
acquire repair-funding for the ships. 
The bill was referred to the House 
Committee on Merchant Marine and 


Fisheries and its sub-committee. 


As of June 16, 1993 however, 
no hearings have been scheduled. 


Letters urging prompt hearings and 
passage of the Merchant Marine 
Memorial Enhancement Act of 1993 
should be addressed to Repressenta- 
ttves and Senators. Most closely 
involved in the House are: 


The Hon. Gary E. Studds, 
Chair, Committee on Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries, | Longworth 
House Office Building, Washington, 
DC 20515. 


The Hon. Jack Fields, Ranking 
Minority Member, same committee, 
1337 Longworth House Office Build- 
ing, Washington, DC 20515. 


The Hon.William O. Lipinski, 
Chair, Subcommittee M.M. & F., 
1501 Longworth House Office Build- 
ing, Washington, DC 20515. 


The Hon. Hubert H. Bateman, 
Ranking Minority Member, Subcom- 
mittee, M.M.&F., 2530 Rayburn House 
Office Building, Washington, DC 
20515. 


The Act seeks to raise funds from 
the disposition of two vessels to each 
volunteer group, to be drawn from 
ships now in the National Defense 
Reserve Fleet of not less _ than 
10,000 tons which have no_ usefulness 
to the Government and are scheduled 
to be scrapped. ‘The vessels are to be 
turned over without cost to any non- 
profit organization which operates and 
maintains a Liberty Ship or Victory 
Ship as a memorial to Merchant 
Mariners. 


The U.S. Secretary of Transpor- 
tation shall require that the non-profit 
group sell the surplus vessels for scrap 
purposes and use the proceeds to 


refurbish and make seaworthy the 
memorial vessels they now maintain. 


All vessels must pass rigid seaworthi- 
ness examinations by the Coast Guard. 
The Brown needs about 200,000 
rivets. Her boilers must be retubed. 
Modern radio and navigation equip- 
ment should be added. Both she and 
Lane need new sanitation systems. 
O’Brien needs additional rivets and 
other repairs. Estimates of the total 
required to make the ships fully 
seaworthy is close to $9,000,000. 


(A House Subcommittee staff 
member could not give the Editor a 
date for hearings which must precede 
voting on the bill in Congress.) 


Thus, the key to success lies in 
public fundraising. One activity is day 
cruises scheduled for the summer 
months. But in view of other 
Congressional priorities and lack of 
action thus far in dealing with the bill, 
large donations from the public may be 
the only way to fund the memorial 
convoy as covered in the proposed law. 


In a telephone conversation on 
June 17, 1993, the Ediitor learned that 
the General Electric Co. has a match- 
ing-funds program for donations of 
$15 or more which may be applied to 
help the Convoy. Ralph Albers, 
4374-V, WAER, a volunteer Radio 
Officer aboard the John W. Brown, 
will be glad to provide information on 
the program for GE employees and 
retirees. Write him at 5597 Seminary 
Rd., #2013-S, Falls Church, VA, 
22041. Other donation / funding 
programs may be available. Readers 
who may have information about them 
are asked to contact your Editor or 
SOWP Executive Secretary Waldo T. 
Boyd. 


(Continued, Page 20) 


INCOMING 
MAIL 


A World War II Memoir 


By Rainer Kaehblig, 
SOWP 1149-V, DJ2ZM 
Dear OM (Editor) Phelps: | 


read all SOWP publications carefully, 
but the story in the last (March, 1993) 
issue “Ranger - This Is Slugger - 
Do You Copy?* was the most inter- 
esting for me. Let me tell you why: 


I was a member of the German 
Air Force (Luftwaffe), a radio opera- 
tor in a Junkers JU 188 bomber. Our 
crew had to fly missions against the 
Allied invasion fleet on June 6, 1944 
and following days. (In northern 
France the Luftwaffe had by this time 
only 89 bombers available!) We flew 
two missions each night, dropping 
bombs. On the days just before the 
invasion we dropped mines in the 
landing areas. During the invasion we 
had to remain grounded at our base 
during daylight. The sky was full of 
fighter aircraft, but not ours! 


Just before the invasion began, we 
bombed several English harbors: 
Portsmouth - May 22; Weymouth - 
May 27; Torquay - May 28 and 
Falmouth - May 29, 1944. 


Some time later, the U.S. Army 
came close to our air base south of 
Paris and we had to leave for Belgium. 
From the start of the invasion on June 
6 to that time, we sustained heavy 
losses. Our squadron had 11 crews on 
D-Day. By the time we left France only 
two remained. The invasion was one of 
two difficult times I had during war- 
time. 


In the Spring of 1991, I decided to 
visit the area around the Allied landing 
beaches: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno 
and Sword. One day I visited the 
American cemetery at Saint Laurent 


sur Mer. Beside and above the beach 
is a large map. An American veteran 
was there relating to his wife and son 
his experiences on June 6, 1944. 


He said, ”...and then came the 
bombs from the damned German Luft- 
waffe.” 


I spoke to him, saying, “And I was 
one of those Luftwaffe crewmen.” 


He was surprised. “Really,” he said - 
and asked me some questions. It 
turned out that he was on an invasion 
ship as a sailor in the sector where we 
dropped our bombs. We shook hands. 
His wife took a picture and we depar- 
ted. It was one of the most impressive 
moments of my life. We both had 
orders to kill each other - yet, 47 years 
later here we were shaking hands. It’s 
a mad world! 


I think that we, “the old men”, have 
a duty to tell the younger generation: 
“Everyone in every country should do 
everything he can to prevent war.” 


Mankind should learn to live in 
peace! 


In Remembrance of 1944... Rainer 
- DJ2ZM" 


(Stuart Cowan, 2582-P, W2LX, 
author of the article referred to, 
hopes to include Rainer’s memoir in 
his forthcoming book "Destroyer 
Odyssey" in 1994. - Editor) 


REQUEST from RNARS 


Author Cowan has forwarded to 
your Editor a request by the Royal 
Naval Amateur Radio Society in Great 
Britain to reprint his article. 


We are happy to acknowledge and 
grant the request and have so written 
the RNARS Newsletter Editor, Mike 
Matthews, G3JFF. We hope Mike will 
also consider running the thoughtful 
letter from our member Rainer Kaeh- 
lig, DJ2ZM, which appears on this 
page. - Editor 


se 


WELCOME ABOARD 
NEW MEMBERS 


We last welcomed new Society 
members in our June, 1992 issue, 
ending with No. 5024-V. This listing 
contnues, beginning with No. 5025-M. 
There are a few gaps in number 
assignments due to problems in trans- 
ferring thousands of records from Paul 
Dane, our former Executive Secretary, 
to his successor, Waldo T. Boyd. 


If you were notified of your 
acceptance as a new member, but 
your name is missing from this listing, 
or if you have not received your 
SOWP Amateur Radio Club certifi- 
cate, please send a note to Mr. Boyd. 


5025-M CHICK, Arnold W., WK1H, 
P.O. Box 385, Auburn, ME 04212. 


5027-V HUCKABEE, Jay R., WSEPJ, 
P.O. Drawer JH, Snyder, TX 79549 


5028-M MILINOWSKI, John Arthur, 
KD6DFB, 10267 Mast Blvd., Apt R., 
Santee, CA 92071. FS: LSD-16/NZQL 


5029-V BELDAM, John, VE7BZB, 
34243 Fraser St, Abbotsford, BC 
Canada, V2S 1X8 FS: 1940 SS 
EXPLORER/G YJIX 


5030-M DAWSEY, Frank, W4J70O, 
1708 Burke Rd., Pasadena, TX 77502 
FS: 1989 FDR/KRJF 


5031-V KIRBY, William B., KA1TBQ, 
410 Waltham St, Lexington, MA 
02173 


5032-V HALVORSEN, George, 
VE3PNB, 8 Truxford Rd., Don Mills, 
ONT Canada, M3A 2S6. FS: Pvt 
Chas. N. Deglopper/AMLC 


5033-M D’EAU CLAIRE, Ron, 1812 
Trinity Ave, Apt. 209, Walnut Creek, 
CA., 94596. 


5035-M JAMESON, Gerald, 
VE7GST, 6465 Sooke Rd, RR3, 
Sooke, B.C. CANADA V0S 1NO 


(Continued, Page 5) 


whe World Wireless Beacon = == HC ty 19993 


New Members - From P. 4 


5036-V PATRICK, Daniel, K2PJS, 
P.O. Box 391, Syracuse, NY 13206 
-0391 


5037-P RAYNER, Donald W., 
W3CTR, 416 Burkhart St., Johnstown, 
PA 15906. FS: Royal Navy (GB) 1938. 


5038-M RYDER, Robert S., NIMFW, 
Box 315, Chatham, MA 02633 


5039-M OPPEDISANO, Vincent, 
WB7UWW, 28957 Flowerpark Dr., 
Santa Clarita, CA 91351 


5040-V DAVEY, J.W.M., VK30X, 31 
Bayview Rd., Balnarring Beach, Vic- 
toria 3126, Australia 


5041-M SIMPLES, Olivera Filho - 
Joas, PY6JJ, P.O. Box 367, 40010 
Salvador, Brazil 


5042-V LESLIE, Dale S., N7XFD, 
1528 PrivateRoad, Prescott, AZ 86301. 
FS: 1943, U.S. Navy radio, Canberra, 
Australia/VHB/VHP 


5043-M MILLER, William L., W8SB, 
2900 Comanche Dr., Mt. Vernon, WA 
98273. 


5044-M NICHOLS, Eric, KL7AJ, P.O. 
Box O, North Pole, ALASKA 99705 


5045-V BENNETT, William A., 
KBOJTS, Rt. 2 Box 166, Menahga, MN 
56464 


5046-M RITTER, Jack, 1604 Cedar 
Lane, Raleigh, NC 27614 


5047-V GALLOUP, Alton D., 
N8IDR, P.O. Box 88, Baldwin, MI 
49304 


5050-M O’CONNELL, George 
Robert, 4935 Cherokee Ave., Alexan- 
dria, VA., 22312-1811. FS: USS Hen- 
rico, APA-45/NKIG, 1956. 


5051-V SMITH, Paul R., N7QFA, 
11275 Desert Air Bhd, Yuma, AZ 
85365. FS: USS Brazos/NIFK, 1939 


5052-V WILLIAMS, Richard S., 


KBSQFA, P.O. Box 6156, Santa Fe, 
NM 87502 FS: USAF, 1948. 


5053-V ALLEN, Charles R., AAOIO, 
3000 Nordic Dr., St. Louis, MO 63121. 
FS: 1941, U.S.Army, 140th Inf. Regi- 
ment, Camp Robertson, Little Rock, 
AR. 


50S54-M SKYTTNER, Lars, PhD., 
SM3CSC, Helge Auilen, 830 70 Ham- 
merdal, Sweden. (Doctorate in Infor- 
matics and Systems Science, Univer- 
sity of Stockholm, 1990. Holds First 
Class Radiotelegraph and Radiotele- 
phone licenses dated 1 December, 
1969) 


5055-V PROPST, Wyatt E., K4PTU, 
P.O. Box 823, Moncks Corner, SC 
29461. FS: 1949, NAS Port Lyautey, 
North Africa, N852 Patrol Bomber. 


5056-M AUSTIN, Elwood H., 
KA3MMM, RFD 6, Box 370, Wells- 
boro, PA 16901. FS: 1950, USS 
NEREUS, AS-17/NVFJ 


5057-V SEIKE, Helmut K, AA8GOQ, 
3625 Robin Rd., Toledo, OH 43623- 
1844. FS: 1951, Furth, Bavaria, Ger- 
many. 


5058-V LAREAU, Robert J., W1QFT, 
15 Brook Rd., Southbridge, MA 01550. 
FS: 1943, SS. FRANK R. STOCK- 
TON/WRIB. 


5059-P READ, Walter, W6ASH, 10371 
Berkshire Dr., Los Altos, CA 94024 
FS: 1931 Dollar Line, S.S. PRE- 
SIDENT PIERCE/KDNV 


5060-P HEADRICK, James, W3CPB, 
4303 Sarasota Pl, Beltsville, MD 
20705-2755. FS: 1935, USS LEARY, 
DD158/NAFL 


5061-V CLIFFORD, Wayne W., 
N2PLE, RD 2, Box 62, Sewell, NJ 
08080-9704. FS: 1947, U.S. Naval Sub- 
marine Base, New London, CT/NBL. 


5063-V SCHRADER, Elliott G., 
KM6TIU, 711 Evangeline Pl., Oxnard, 
CA 93030. FS: 1944, U.S. Army 


Ground Sta., Aleutian Islands. 


5064-P POMEROY, Daniel E.., 
AATHW, 4742 E. Catalina, Mesa, AZ 
85206. FS: USS Lane/NANG. Pearl 
Harbor survivor and also worked at 
NPG, San Francisco, CA and NPN, 
Guam. 


5065-V McCORMICK, Arlyn W., 
WD9DOX, RFD1 Box 24, Stewardson, 
IL 62463. FS: NOB 231, North Africa. 


5066-M HURT, James T., W4NNU, 
355 South Dr., Hampton, GA 30228. 
FS: Atlanta, GA Police Dept. KIB64, 
1954. 


5067-P BYERLY, Dewey L., W6RDK, 
2031 Keith Way, Sacramento, CA 
95825. FS: Hamilton Field, USAF, 
1938. Received and acted on SOS and 
MAYDA traffic. 


5068-M GARDNER, Joseph V., K7CI, 
4106 Old Crain Hwy., Upper Marl- 
boro, MD 20772. FS: USCGC MACK- 
INAC/NICC (WAVP 371) 


5069-M KRAMER, Joseph D., K3ES, 
5540 Northumberland St. Pittsburgh, 
PA 15217. FS: KEVIN MORAN/ 
WIWL 


5070-V MULBERG, Jerome, W2MIJP, 
609 Kappock St, Apr 8, Riverdale, 
NY 10463. FS: 1943 S.S. Belle Isle. 


0298-TA RECK, Sam, N4PS, 1991 
Raley Creek Dr., West Jacksonville, 
FL 32225. 


0299-TA SCHWARTZ, Vern E., 
KQ4JY, 12706 Adair Lane, Wood- 
bridge, VA 22192. Archivist, 
U.S.Army. 

0310-TA WILMERDING, John H., 
KD6IFK, P.O. Box 2257, Truckee, CA 
96160. FS: USAF 1954 CW. Licensed 
aircraft pilot. Formerly with NM State 
Police and CA Highway Patrol, 1979. 


(Continued, Page 6) 
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New Members - From P. 5 


0311-TA HART, Roger, VE2HBR, 
4533 Harvard Ave., Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada, H4A 2X3. Author, journalist, 
historian, collector. (Writing history of 
Canadian Marconi Co.) 


The following were accepted for mem- 
bership but number assignments were 
not in transferred records: 


HAMMOND, Carl L., RR2 Box 384D, 
Waldoboro, ME 04572 


JONES, Robert W., KH60, 46-353 
Kumoo Loop, Kaneoha, HI 96744 


KELLY, Woodrow W., W4ATW, 612 
Eagle Bend Rd., Clinton, TN 37716 


WESLER, Norman, K2YEW, 2408 
Washington Ave., Oceanside, NY 
11572. 


SCOTTISH MEMBER LOST? 


Our membership Chairman in the 
British Isles has not been receiving his 
SOWP mail. Can anyone provide us 
with an accurate address for: 


Dr. Diabidh Dhusglas, 
GM4ELV. 


Our mail to his Glasgow QTH has 
been returned. Help! 


2835-M, 


EM MEHRLING, W4NH, 
~~ SILENT KEY ~ ~ 


Fairfax, VA., July 6, 1993: 


Emerson R. Mehrling, 2500-P, 
WA4NH, died at his home this morning 
from complications resulting from a 
severe heart attack he suffered in 
February. He was 85. He was a 
long-time officer and net controller for 
SOWP Capital Area Chapter X. He 
had a long and distinguished career 
with CAA and FAA, rising to upper 
management status. 


LAST REUNION ? 


A reunion of the Walter Lambert 
Communications students of Room 19, 
King Edward High School, is being 
organized for September 30, 1993 in 
Richmond, B.C., Canada. For infor- 
mation, contact Hugh Martin, R.R.4, 
Site 455, Courtenay, B.C., V9N 7J3, 
Phone 604 334-3015 or Len Avent, 
R.R. 1, Site 165, Comox, B.C., V9N 
591. Phone 604 339 3833. 


This announcement comes from Al 
Miller, 1089-P, VE7KC, who says "We 
are anxious to contact as many of our 
old friends as possible as this may be 
our final organized reunion." (Hope 
you have a great one!- Ed.) 


SECONDARY ADDRESS FORM 


his form 


SOWP No. 


is the only means we _ have 
address (if any) to assure you do not miss any SOWP mailings. 


Use this form ONLY if you have a secondary [seasonal] address: 


- FOR SALE - 
EQUIPMENT OF 
W1HROQ 


July 1, 1993: Here is a list of amateur 
radio equipment owned by our late 
Chief Operator, Henry K. Warner, 
W1HRQ. The equipment is for sale at 
the prices shown plus shipping 
charges (U.S. funds) and is located at 
Mr. Warner’s home in Kennebunk- 
port, Maine: 


eet 


Ten-Tec Century 21 CW Transceiver, 


Factory-Reconditioned..........:s:00 $ 200. 
Amp Supply Linear Amplifier, Model 
LKSOOZB (3-SOOZ).....s.sssscssessscnsees $ 500. 


Yaesu Remote VFO, FV-101B... $ 95. 
Yaesu Landliner (Phone Patch) 


Model SP-101PB..........scssesssssssssesees $ 80 
Antenna - 80-meter half-wave phos- 
phor-bronze longwire dipole......... $ 20. 
McMurdo-Silver RF Signal Generator 
Model 906 (late 1940s)..........sssssseee $ 10. 
Jennings Vacuum Capacitor VC-S0, 
SSPE @ 20K V uo veenscsvesosesoossncessinaeaeae $ 15. 
Rohn 40-foot antenna tower, 


HDBX-40. Buyer to take down and 


The sale is being administered by a 
close friend of the Warner family, 
Reginald G. Collins, 0254-TA, KE2HE, 
183-69 Brinkerhoff Ave., Hollis, 
Queens, NY 11412. Tel: 718-454-5361. 


Readers with an interest in these 
items should contact Mr. Collins, who 
plans to be in Kennebunkport at the 
end of July and the end of August, 
1993 to pack and ship equipment to 
purchasers. All listed items are subject 
to prior sale. 


“Hank" expertly used and cared for 
his equipment. Potential purchasers 
can be confident that items they buy 
are in good condition. 


The World Wireless Beacon 7. an ipes 
JUNK ! IS THERE SUCH A 


THING? 


By Alice Mitchell, 4742-V, GOEEJ, Cornwall, UK 


aa rs « 


(Readers may recall an 
earlier article by 
GOEEJ in this newslet- 
ter in June, 1990, 
where Alice told the 
story of the gales 
which struck Cornwall 
in 1989, - Now - share 
this article with your 


XYL or OM. It’s a 
dandy! -Ed) 
*e ¢ 


The cottage on the 
edge of Bodmin Moor 
in which the OM and | 
live is tiny - and I mean 
“ay . The two rooms 
downstairs are the sit- 
ting room, 12 ft by 12 
ft. The kitchen is 12 ft 
by 6 ft. Above, there 
are two bedrooms approximately the 
same sizes. There is a barn adjoining 
the cottage where the loft has been 
converted into a bathroom and third 
bedroom. From this, you will gather 
there is very little room for storing or 
hoarding those things which may legiti- 
mately be called “Household Goods”. 


Outside, there is the barn proper, 
linney (a lean-to shed), ex-coal store, 
engine room (minus engine) and a 
darkroom added to the other end of 
the house in those days when I did my 
own developing and printing. All these 
areas are Frank’s domain. And they 
are full of junk. That is something | 
would not say in the OM’s hearing so | 
will correct that statement - the build- 
ings are full of treasures, goodies, 
useful artifacts, things which may come 
in handy one day! Frank is a hoarder 
of the first class. 


" My Special Domain..." - GOEEJ 


My special domain is the shack- 
cum-office in the orchard. 


I'd like to have a £ for every 
piece of junk - sorry -every treasure | 
have removed from the sideboard. If I 
didn’t remove it, then the treasure 
would remain there until it was next 
needed - and that might be Christmas 
(or the following Christmas -hi.) 


Frank has an unique method for 
storing or filing these precious goo- 
dies. They are taken to the barn, or 
linney, or darkroom, or whatever and 
placed on the handiest free surface. It 
doesn’t take a degree in mathematics 
to work out how soon available free 
surfaces take to be covered. Then the 
piles begin growing upwards as other 
goodies are stored on top of previous 
ones, and so on. The piles cease to 
grow only when they hit the ceiling. 
Incidentally, available free surfaces 


include the floor. 
Many’s the time | 
have found myself 
energetically training 
for local hurdle races 
by climbing over piles 
of junk -sorry - trea- 
sures -to reach my 
freezers situated at 
the far end of the 
barn. 


Occasionally, if I 
have been moaning 
hard enough (or bar- 
ked my shins on a 
particularly vicious 
transformer) a path- 
way to the freezers 
has been made by 
firmly pushing the 
odd washing machine 
motor, mower engine, rotary grinder 
etc. to one side - the pressure causing 
other stacks of hoarded accumulation 
to bulge upwards. One day the ceiling 
willl give way against the onslaught and 
junk will be found under the bed. 


Even more rarely (once every five or 
six years or so) the barn has a spring 
clean. (!) Everything is thrown out into 
the yard, sorted through and replaced. 
During this procedure many an item 
which, until then, was being kept “in 
case it might be needed” finds itself on 
a pile to be thrown away - for a while, 
that is. 


After the main amassment has 
been reallocated a place in the barn, 
Frank re-examines the pile, anxiety 
showing - what if he should throw 
something away, then need it urgently. 


(Continued - Page 8) 
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Gradually, the pile decreases. At the 
end of this energetic operation I gaze 
inside the barn with wonder - it is filled 
from floor to beams. Looking at the 
pile for throwing, one cannot imagine 
how that lot also found space in 
there. 


The OM must be the spitting image 
of his OM. The OM’s OM (if you 
understand what I mean) once decided 
to tidy his shed. He was left with a 
large collection of nuts, bolts, etc. 
which he thought he might not want 
but was reluctant to throw. A large 
hole was dug under the shed floor and 
the treasure buried. The very next day 
he was digging under the shed floor 
again - yes, he required a bolt, nut or 
whatever - buried the previous day. 
Frank is, apparently a chip off the old 
block. 


The shack, as I mentioned, is my 
domain although Frank has a corner 
of one bench, about 2ft by 2ft on 
which he keeps a CB rig and a General 
Coverage receiver. In the corner 
stands a metal cupboard where I once 
kept things such as the handheld, the 
odd microphone and a set of screwdri- 
vers for my own use. Gradually it has 
become an extension of Frank’s trea- 
sure store, I open the door and things 
just tumble out. (Yanks: - remember 
Fibber McGee’s Closet? -ED) Occa- 
sionally, to ease the congestion, I 
remove the odd gadget which has not 
been used for many months, placing it 
tidily in the large trunk under the 
bench. You can bet your last dollar the 
odd gadget will be used the very next 
day! And that trunk - well, it is no 
longer tidy, appearing half full to the 
discerning eye, everything is jumbled 
together and it is bursting at the 
seams. 


The ex-darkroom is now known by 
the exhalted title of Radio Workroom. 
Don’t be fooled. It is another junk - 


treasure trove. Not so long back, | 
spent a week or so sorting out all the 
resistors of various types which were 
lying around. They were colour-coded, 
sorted into values and packed into 
boxes which were neatly labelled. 
Several thousand resistors - quite an 
effort on my part. When I recovered 
from that, the same was done with all 
my capacitors; well worth the effort. 
Last week the OM was building a 
Noise Bridge Meter and needed three 
resistors of 100K - it took only two 
minutes to discover, amongst all those 
resistors, he hadn’t got any of the 
value he wanted - hi. 


Valves, switches, resistors, capacitors 
of all types, coax, knobs, pots, you 
name it, and it’s there. Of course, one 
cannot guarantee to find the exact one 
you need, but there will be something 
similar! Nothing is thrown. If a piece of 
wire 2 inches in length is picked up 
from the floor, I would not dream of 
dropping it in the trash bin - first I 
would ask permission. Old TV sets, 
defunct radios, non-working tape 
recorders, hi-fi stacks which have given 
up the ghost - all are cached for the 
day when there may be time to care- 
fully dismantle the said piece to 
retrieve any (possibly) workable parts. 
A hoarder? Yes, my OM is certainly 
that. Only this afternoon I found a 
battery charger, which at long last has 
finally stopped working, sitting on the 
shack floor. When it was flourished 
under Frank’s nose with the request 
“Can I dump this?” a look of complete 
amazement came over his face. “No, of 
course not, there may be parts I can 
use.” Really, I should have known 
better. I jammed it on top of a paint 
pot which was sitting on top of an old 
TV which was squashed between more 
paint pots and a lathe on top of the 
bench near the barn door - it isn’t 
possible to get further inside the barn 
door at the moment. By now you may 
understand why. 


Four years ago Frank was admitted 
to hospital and I realised and was 
informed that in future all “his” odd 
jobs would become “my” odd jobs, so 
it was necessary for “me” to know 
where everything was kept. Now I am 
not an interfering person, you under- 
stand, and would not dream of sug- 
gesting “my” way is better than that of 
someone else’s, but this was an emer- 
gency. I cleaned and tidied the barn. 
No one thought Frank, through deter- 
mination and sheer grit, would defy the 
doctors to become mobile within a few 
weeks. Soon all I heard was “Where is 
this?” “Where is that?” “Can’t find 
such-and-such.” “The whatsit has dis- 
appeared.” I might have saved my 
energy. -Before long the barn was a 
shambles and the OM was happy 
again. 

If we ever decide to move from this 
QTH we would order two pan-techni- 
cons, (the largest available lorry) - one 
for the furniture - and one for the 
treasures. On second thought, I would 
order two for the treasures. 


Frank will not change - and I would 
not wish him to change. Life with the 
OM is always interesting! The odd 
moan or grumble may escape my lips 
at times but, deep down in my heart, I 
realise a lot of this hoarding is entirely 
for my benefit. Rarely do I voice a wish 
for something needed in the shack 
without seeing it under construction 
within the next hour. Nothing is too 
much trouble for Frank if be thinks it 
is necessary for my happiness. His 
treasure trove keeps the GO0EEJ 
Amateur Wireless Station operational. 


se 


(Many thanks, Alice, for a_ British 
look at a familiar scene at many other 
QTH’s. Now where did I put those 
resistors??? - Editor) 
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A SWEDISH ex-R/O TELLS 
ALL - PART II 


By Bo Thunman, 4960-V, W8ISG 
(Continued from September, 1992) 


(In Part I, author Thunman told of his 
experiences as a fledgling Radio Offi- 
cer and how, after about a year aboard 
S.S. POLARIS, he returned home to 
Stockholm to take the examination for 
a regular license. - Editor) 


MISSES on EXAM 


I failed on my first attempt. Aside 
from the code test, which I passed, you 
were given ten telegrams and you were 
to figure out the charges. They were 
all calculated to make you perspire. A 
typical one would be a 22-word tele- 
gram with some strange words that 
may, Or may not, count as more than 
one word, filed on a Swiss ship, 
communicating with a coast station in 
Tahiti, to a person in Luxembourg, 
with reply prepaid for 25 words to a 
Libyan ship near Punta Arenas. You 
were allowed five errors, but no more 
than one error in any one telegram. | 
had five errors, but two of them were 
in the same telegram, so | failed. 


The old guy, The Secretary, he was 
called, very kindly went through my 
test and pointed out my mistakes and 
he actually apologized for having to fail 
me. 


BACK TO SEA 


I went back to sea, this time in a 
modern ship, the ARABRITT, a small 
bulk carrier. Again, I found myself with 
a bunch of great guys and I felt good 
about life in general and my work in 
particular. We did mostly voyages to 
the British West Coast with iron ore, 
taking coal back to Sweden. 


While I was on the ARABRITT, I 
had the second of my two “emergen- 
cies”. One afternoon, I heard a lifebout 


transmitter, a Gibson girl, on 500 and I 
notificd the Captain and SAA, the 
Navy station near where we were. They 
sent out an XXX signal, asking all 
ships to take bearings and it was 
eventually decided that the signal was 
far to the west, probably in Copenha- 
gen, where somebody was cranking the 
thing without knowing that he was 
stirring up all of the southern Baltic. 


I never heard a ship sending SOS, 
but several times, I heard coast 
stations retransmitting SOS’s and 
requesting radio silence. 


Ah 


The ARABRITT had modern radio 
equipment and I now had shortwave 
contact with SAG, the main Swedish 
coast station, as well as phone capabi- 
lity. There were hundreds of Swedish 
merchant ships at the time and it was 
difficult sometimes to raise SAG. The 
phone calls were easier and they were 
mostly on the 2 MHz band. The 
equipment was not very stable, fre- 
quency-wise, and much of your time 
was spent trying to find the station you 
wanted to call and then trying to find 
you. There were no channels, you just 
called and called and finally, somebody 
happened to tune across your signal. 


The author copies Goteborg Radio (SAG) - 1951 


That summer, we were put into 
coastal trade in Sweden. A _ radio 
officer was required by law, but not for 
any traffic handling, so I apologized to 
the Captain and left. 


ANOTHER EXAM 


After I left the ARABRITT, I 
learned that a radio officer course had 
just been completed and I took the 
tests with them. When all the tele- 
grams were passed out for the tariff 
test, lo and behold, I got the same ten 
telegrams as on my first test! I strug- 
gled with 
my con- 
science 
for a 
while, 
but deci- 
ded not 
to say 
any- 
thing. 

Three 
days 
after the 
test, we 
assem- 
bled to 
receive 
om, fr 
grades. 
yen e 
Secre- 
tary walked in and without sitting 
down, he said: “Thunman?”. Now, | 
was sorry that I hadn’t ‘fessed up, of 
course. “You can leave right now!” 
OK, I thought, that’s a fair thing to 
say, considering what I have done. It 
was a short career. 

““You Scored 100”’. 


I left before his memory returned. A 
few days later, I picked up my licence. 
Now I could serve in any ship, at full 
pay. Iwas the first guy who ever had 
the gall to just walk in and sit down 
and take the tests. Rebels like that 
(Continued, Page 10) 
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Swedish R.O. - From P. 9 
were frowned on, but tolerated. 


A short time later, I was hired by the 
largest ship owner in Sweden, Bros- 
troms, to serve in the ATLANTIC 
OCEAN, a refrigerated ship, built that 


year, a high-tech ship that even had an. 


RCA radar. I took the train from 
Sweden and signed on in Antwerp. 


HUGE FLOATING 
FREEZER 


run like one. Because she was really a 
one million cubic foot freezer, we had 
two sets of engineers, four propulsion 
and four refrigeration and we had four 
deck officers. The Chief Steward was a 
first-class guy who actually spent all the 
money allotted to him for food and we 
ate like royalty. When the ship was in 
Argentina, he stocked up on the best 
meat he could get his hands on. I had 
filet mignon and eggs for breakfast 
most mornings and somebody had a 
small cocktail party before dinner most 
days. 


This ship was built like a yacht and 


- M.T. URANIA GORTHON - 1951 - 


While I was on this ship, we were 
transporting grapes from Candia and 
other Greek ports to London. We saw 
signs of the civil war in Greece, but we 
never had any problems because of it. 
Because of the war, there was a 
breakdown in the landline communica- 
tions and I was told to send telegrams 
via Sweden, even to Greek destina- 
tions, while we were in port. This was 
not according to the book and I always 
wondered who would take the heat if it 
were discovered. 


18 KNOTS and UNIFORMS 


The trips were just beautiful and we 
were one of the few ships in those days 
that was moving along at a full 18 
knots. This was a white ship with 
officers wearing uniforms. I once made 
the mistake of hanging my wash on the 
monkey island and was severely repri- 
manded for my lack of respect for the 
ship. 


There wasn’t really a lot of radio 
work, again because of the short 
voyages. Most of the traffic was the 


welfare type to families in Sweden and 
I would often help other ships by 
relaying messages when they were 
having difficulty reaching some particu- 
lar station. There was never enough 
radio work, you were there in case 
there would be an emergency. 


The truth is that you were more a 
ship’s clerk than a radio man. In port, 
since “you had nothing to do”, you 
helped with anything you could, from 
tallying cargo to running errands. On 
arrival and departure days, I was always 
out with the Chief Officer and his gang 
on the fo’c’sle. I learned enough 
about ship handling that once, in 
Antwerp, the Captain said that he had 
let his deck officers on leave and he 
had to go into town unexpectedly, so 
could I please be on the bridge when 
the tugs came to shift us to another 
dock? I couldn’t believe it, but I felt 
honored and did what I was asked to 
do without anybody noticing the dif- 
ference. The exciting part on the 
Greece-London run was passing 
Gibraltar. Regardless of the hour, I 
was called to the bridge to report us 
with the Aldis lamp. 

BLINKER - 20 wpm 


Those British Navy guys were good, 
we did 20 words per minute without 
any problem. In London, we dischar- 
ged to a warehouse at the London 
Bridge. Michael Caine was working for 
his father at the Billingsgate Fish 
Market down the street at the time. 
Unfortunately for me, this captain was 
a very abusive alcoholic and no matter 
how enjoyable the ship was otherwise, 
the clerk-type work I had to do for him 
was too humiliating and I left after 
three months. If I had stayed, I would 
have seen the world - she later went to 
Tasmania to load apples for Europe 
and around Cape Horn from Buenos 
Aires to Callao. She also ran down a 
Spanish trawler off Portugal when she 
was on autopilot with insufficient 
(Continued, de 11) 
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lookout. As it happened, the Chief 
Officer was my best friend on this ship 
as well. He was promoted to captain 
while I was there, but not assigned to a 
ship. He lived in Buenos Aires because 
his wife was Argentine and he went 
home to wait for his assignment. He 
made me promise that I would always 
serve with him and | really looked 
forward to it. Sadly, he killed himself in 
Buenos Aires at age 42, before taking 
his first command. | wrote to the 
Swedish Seamen’s Mission in B. A. 
and they told me that they had talked 
to him just before he died, but had no 
clue as to what had happened. 


My next ship was a tanker, the 
URANIA GORTHON. She was on 
time charter to British Petroleum and 
did one trip to South America and one 
to Europe alternately, with oil from 
Venezuela. 

"Dad" was Skipper 


She was a happy ship with an 
exceptional captain, as relaxed and 
jovial a man as you have ever seen. In 
the evening, when I had the press 
telegram ready, I would go to his 
quarters with a copy. He always invited 
me in and if he was reading in bed, he 
told me to sit on his bed and read the 
news to him and then we discussed it 
and talked about things in general for 
a while. On the last trip home to 
Sweden, he told me that he was buying 
a car and would | please teach him to 
drive? We spent many an afternoon 
together with me explaining, as best I 
could, what driving a car is like. The 
Captain was so well liked that every- 
body referred to him as “Dad”. 


After the tanker, I was able to get a 
job ashore as an engineer, installing 
automatic pilots on ships. I worked 
around shipyards and went on many 
trials after 1 had finished the installa- 


tions. I ended up ase an operations 


manager for the company’s ships and 


and was involved in a large bulk carrier 
construction program. Once, I served 
briefly as radio officer on one of the 
company’s ships in order to get her 
out before a deadline. 


Being a radio amateur, | tried to 
operate on the various ships, but it 
wasn’t easy. The prevailing power on 
ships was 110 volts DC and _ the 
generating equipment was often very 
noisy. I had a converted surplus rig, a 
BC-457, that I adapted to DC, but it 
had severe key clicks, so I could not 
Operate any time that the crew were 
listening to their radios. 


On the tanker, | 
“borrowed” 400- 
cycle AC from the 
main transmitter and 
operated a home- 
brew AC rig with 25 
watts input, using the 
400-foot or so long- 
wire that was avail- 
able. With an 
antenna like that and 
perfect ground, you 
really get out and | 
had a sack of QSL 
cards waiting for me 
when I got home. 


Few people realize 
that a ship is one of 
the most serene 
places on earth. 
There is no peace 
anywhere like that of a ship at sea, 
particularly in the evening and at night. 
The day men and two of the watches 
are asleep. Two of the deck crew are 
on watch, one as the lookout, the 
other as the helmsman, unless you 
have autopilot. The officer on the 
bridge is busy with navigation and safe 
passage. All you can hear is the 
engine and the waves and sometimes, 
you see other ships, moving silently to 
some unknown destination. 


When you arrive in port, there is a 


lot of excitement. There is mail, vari- 
ous safety inspections, food and sup- 
plies coming aboard, repair crews, 
customs agents, church people and 
hawkers trying to get your money away 
from you. I once bought an airline 
ticket from a KLM representative, 
standing on the deck of my ship. You 
load or discharge and then, another 
type of excitement sets in, the pre- 
paration for departure. Soon, you are 
back at sea again, all the strangers are 
gone and the ship is cleaned up. Once 
you have dropped the pilot, you can 
activate your station and that peaceful 


"SOMEWHERE IN THE ATLANTIC*- 1951 


feeling comes over the ship once again. 
All is well with the world. Bad weather 
is the exception. 


Cameras were expensive in those 
days and | am really sad that I never 
got any pictures taken, except in my 
last ship. 


Being a radio officer was the ideal 
job - for a bachelor. I am glad that | 
had that experience, but some days, | 
miss the bridge of a ship so much that 
I can taste it. 


*¢8 
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MUTINY ON THE WENTWORTH PARK 


The WENTWORTH PARK was 
built for the Canadian government 
during World War II and operated at 
that time by Park S.S. Co. Ltd., one of 
a number of similar type ships that 
came under the control of Saguenay 
Terminals Ltd. in the immediate post- 
war years. Saguenay had bauxite inter- 
ests in South America and ran cargo 
to and from the West Indies. 


Of a class known as the Scandina- 
vian type, they were 4,700 tonners, 
generally coal-burners and dirty little 
ships. “Hot, miserable and slow,” is 
how SOWP member Dave G. McMil- 
len, 4831-V, VE3MIM, of Coburg, 
Ontario, remembers them. He’d sailed 
on one during the war - a two- 
operator ship where he spent all his 
time on watch, didn’t get any sleep and 
was exhausted when he’d finished with 
it. Nevertheless, this particular 4,700 
tonner was the first berth Dave could 
get after the war...and he was glad to 
get it. He joined the WENTWORTH 
PARK at Halifax in April, 1946. 


It was a dirty little ship but the 
Captain was a really great guy and 
there was a good group of officers 
onboard. With the exception of the 
Chief Engineer, a Croix de Guerre- 
bemedalled French gentleman, they 
were all down-easterners, seamen to 
the core and a fine group. 


The crew, unfortunately, were the 
scabs of the dockyard or waterfront 
It’s a whole separate story not relevant 
to our tale, but the Canadian Govern- 
ment at this time was endeavoring to 
break the Communist-dominated Can- 


adian Seamans Union and brought in 
the Seafarers International from the 
U.S. who wouldn’t hire any CSU 
members. Consequently, the crewmen 
hired were the dregs of what the SIU 
could round up - just whatever they 
could find, and they weren’t good. 


While the ship was still in Halifax a 
little incident occurred which Dave 
recalls with amusement. Loading had 
finished for the day and he was sitting 
out on the open deck near the coal 
bunker hatch with some of the other 
officers, talking and having a smoke. 


On this sort of ship, covered as it 
was with coal dust, the officers didn’t 
wear uniforms in port, just the dirtiest 
old clothes they could find. Most wore 
uniform caps of some sort, but at this 
particular moment Dave was the only 
one wearing a cap. 


While the men were sitting and 
talking, Dave got up and sauntered to 
the rail, looked over and onto the 
dock. In the gathering gloom of the 
evening, outlined by the dock lights, 
came this apparition striding down the 
dock - something to behold. Says 
Dave, “You've got to appreciate the 
filth, squalor, coaldust and the dirt. 
And here, coming along the dock in an 
immaculate pair of Canadian Royal 
Navy bell-bottoms, an RCN white top 
with white collar and stripes, and a 
white U.S. Navy sailor’s white “gob” 
cap, and carrying a small seabag, was 
this vision. Well, he just shone like the 
sun that had come out after a month 
of dull days. He positively sparkled as 
he strode down the dock. I said, "My 


Gosh, what’s going to happen here?” 


“The fellow came up the gangway, 
stepped onto the deck, came to atten- 
tion and snapped up the most fantastic 
salute you ever saw in your life, recalls 
Dave, adding, “We’re talking about a 
merchant ship here, not the WELSON 
or the HOOP or any of those big 
hoity-toity battleships.” Something of 
the devil in Dave came to the fore and 
he stood to attention and returned the 
salute -answered with “Trimmer ‘so 
and so’ reporting for duty.” 


The Second Engineer who was 
present just about doubled over in 
stitches, but finally pulled himself 
together, asked a few questions and 
told the vision in white to report back 
to the chief stoker, whereupon the 
fellow disappeared. In retrospect, Dave 
admits it was cruel and they shouldn’t 
have done that to the man because he 
took an awful ribbing when he got 
back aft. But his arrival attire was all 
he must have had for clothing. Next 
day he turned to in his uniform to go 
on duty in the coal bunkers. 


The WENTWORTH PARK finally 
left Halifax and sailed south on an 
uneventful trip to the Caribbean, 
touching at various ports in the West 
Indies. She wasn’t a tramp ship, but 
close to it as she moved around islands 
dropping and loading cargo at various 
places - “Baranquilla in Colombia, 
Haiti, Trinidad, Puerto la Cruz - and 
that’s where we had our problems,” 
says Dave. 


(Continued, Page 13) 
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The WENTWORTH PARK ended 
up at Puerto la Cruz, Colombia and 
anchored off. The crew had been 
ashore, or had access to shore some- 
how, because they managed to bring 
back aboard buckets and buckets of 
booze. In the West Indies the best rum 
one could buy was only 75 cents a 
bottle, the cheaper stuff just fifty cents. 
So there was no shortage of booze. It 
was everywhere aboard ship and the 
crew just got drunker and drunker. 


It slowly became apparent that the 
crewmen were getting quite belligerent. 
Dave’s first run-in with one of them 
was while he was standing on the 
bridge deck outside his cabin, just 
looking over the rail, putting in time. 
Sheer boredom, Dave remembers. It 
was too hot to be in his cabin and 
Dave was just standing there when one 
of the firemen came staggering out of 
the engine room accommodation 
across from the bunker hatch. The 
fellow, really staggering, managed to 
get to the bottom of the ladder and 
began mumbling, cursing and finally 
bellowed up at Dave, “You’re jush a 
young punk,” he shouted, “and jush 
‘cuz yer an officer you needn’t think 
yer any better than me! I got a mind to 
come up there and clean yer clock!" 


At that, Dave casually moved over to 
the head of the ladder, scared stiff, he 
confesses. But all he said was, “Well 
you may make it, but get ready for a 
boot in the face if you come up this 
ladder.” The fireman stopped and 
staggerd back down, but from then on 
things got worse and worse. The 
Captain had to get his gun out and the 
officers barricaded themselves in their 
cabins and ran up international dis- 
tress flags, not knowing whether there 
was a signal station ashore or not 
Finally the Captain directed Dave to 
send a distress message. Dave 


complied, but mever received an 


answer. 


He sent that distress out several 
times with nary a response from any- 
where. Finally, late in the afternoon, a 
large speedboat roared out from shore 
loaded with Colombian army or police. 
Dave says it was hard to tell which they 
were. They were as well-armed as 
soldiers in our part of the world and 
they didn’t hesitate in applying force. 


The militia stormed up the accom- 
modation ladder and were met by a 
ship’s officer who sent them back aft 
where the ‘mutineers’ were quickly 
rounded up. Handcuffs were slapped 
on the lot of them and then, banged, 
prodded and thumped around, the 
crew were herded down into the boat 
and taken ashore where they spent two 
or three nights in a Colombian jail. 
“And,” muses Dave, “you may have 
heard of the conditions in South 
American jails.” 


Meanwhile, the officers went aft 
through all the crew quarters, throwing 
bottle after bottle of booze over the 
side. They thoroughly searched the 
place until no rum was left. 


Three or four days later the once- 
unruly crew were returned aboard in 
very, very sad shape. From then on, 
the WENTWORTH PARK had no 
more problems. ”...and that, basically, 
was our mutiny,” concludes Dave. 


*e<6¢44 6 


And if you would like to hear the 
humourous conclusion to this voyage, 
stay tuned for my next column. 

-73 - Olive 
*esee2¢ 
Many thanks to Dave and Olive for 


that tale of worrisome but amusing 
days long ago. - Editor 


COAST GUARDSMAN WRITES 


By Eric S. Simmons, KB6YNO 
Point Reyes, CA., 26 May 1993. 


Dear Editor (W8TP) 


With my dues on the way, I look 
forward to the next issue of “WWB” 
anxiously. 


A little about myself. | am 27 years 
old and have been with The U.S. Coast 
Guard for almost 8 years. After Radio- 
man School, located in Two Rock just 
outside of Petaluma, CA. I went 
aboard the USCG Cutter DURABLE 
(WMEC 628) “NRUN*. After DUR- 
ABLE, I went to USCGC CITRUS 
(WMEC 300) “NRPQ”. The CITRUS 
was previously known as (WLB 300) 
serving off the coast of Greenland, 
during the Greenland Patrols. There 
she conducted escort duties and even 
had one U-Boat kill to her record. 
Unfortunately, during the ‘seventies 
she struck an uncharted rock off the 
coast of Alaska and has since been 
designated as a Medium Endurance 
Cutter. She now patrols off the coasts 
pf Washington, Oregon and California 
conducting search and rescue as well 
as law enforcement duties. 


Currently, | am with (U.S. Coast 
Guard Communications Station) NMC 
in Point Reyes, CA., also known as 
“CAMSPAC” (Communications Area 
Master Station Pacific). (Readers may 
remember our “In Search of History” 
articles about NMC - Ed). 


At any rate, I would like to respond 
to the article by Ben Russell (N6SL) in 
(Continued, Page 14) 
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COAST GUARDSMAN - From 
Page 13 


the World Wireless Beacon, Vol.5, No. 
1, March 1993, page 18 This is my 
opinion and not that of the USCG. | 
agree with Ben, that 500 kHz still 
remains the last method of communi- 
cations for a ship in distress. Aboard 
the DURABLE and CITRUS the 
emergency transmitter was commonly 
known as the “Gibson Girl”. It would 
transmit alternately on 500 khz and 
8364 khz (international survival craft 
frequency) using SOS and the ship’s 
callsign. It could also be switched to 
manual mode to send “blind”, using a 
button that would illuminate when 
keyed. It was powered by a hand- 
cranked generator and its long-wire 
antenna suspended from a hydrogen- 
balloon. Needless to say, the “Gibson 
Girl” was one of the first items tested 
prior to leaving port for a patrol. 


Unfortunately, the USCG no longer 
receives as much traffic as formerly on 
the MFCW circuit. Almost all traffic is 
worked on HF VOX/CW/SITOR. 
Since I have been at NMC I have not 
worked one distress case on MFCW, 
nor has anyone else that I know of. 
Because of the low use of MFCW and 
the everlasting budget and personnel 
constraints experienced by the USCG, 
I believe they would rather focus on 
the maritime circuits that are used 
most often. However, I think that 500 
kHz should still be guarded as a 
listening watch until the implemen- 
tation of GMDSS, just in case 
someone has to go into the soup. 


Also, with respect to Ben’s com- 
ments regarding Cuba, Mexico and 
Canada having better CW (coast 
station) operators - I couldn’t agree 
more, but let’s look a little closer. 
Today there is a handful of Hams that 
make up the ranks of the CG Radio- 
man rate. Including myself, there are 
four at NMC. CG radio is not a field 
dominated by radio amateurs as it 


once was. The focus of RM school has 
drawn away from CW and on to VOX, 
data and computers. With the high 
turnover rate experienced in the lower 
ranks, students are rushing through 
CW as well as the other classes, so 
they can fill billets out in the field. The 
RM rating is changing so much that it 
has been proposed that its name be 
changed to better reflect the job bing 
done today. This is something that | 
am personally against. New operators 
arriving from school can barely copy 
14-16 wpm on a live circuit - if they are 


lucky. 


This is where the USCG operators 
are at a disadvangage. The average 
commercial radio operator/officer has 
been copying CW for years, while the 
kid on the USCG circuit has copied 
CW for a year, usually less. My only 
recommendation (to the commercial 
ops) is to have some patience, slow 
down if necessary and help the new 
CG op aspire to the level you have 
achieved. Remember, you once were a 
beginner and some of the new ops are 
having a tough go at it, but they are 
having fun learning as well. 


Well, that’s all the nagging I have. 
Once again, I have enjoyed the issues 
(of the WWB) we receive at NMC and 
I look forward to being a member of 
SOWP. 


Sincerely, Eric S. Simmons, KB6YNO 


1 August 1993 - USCG QRT 
500 kHz 


(We replied to Eric’s letter, asking 
how NMC plans to observe the final 
day of watches on 1 August 1993 on 
MFCW, especially 500 kHz. Here are 
excerpts from his reply dated 20 June, 
1993 - Editor): 

I talked to the Radioman in Charge 
(RMIC) here at CAMSPAC (NMC) 


and he said he won’t be doing a last 
broadcast from this station. Something 


about violation of rules/regs... I told 
him we could switch to our work freq 
(472 kHz), but he wouldn’t have any- 
thing to do with it. 


...1 think that’s (too bad). (He) has 
no sense of nostalgia. | mean come on 
this is the last time 500 kHz will be 
used by the USCG, unless for some 
dire emergency, I suppose. But out 
goes tradition, and soon the whole 
Radioman rate as I know it. 


We already have a computer- 
generated voice sending out our MF/ 
HF/VOX broadcasts. Next, it'll be 
changing freqs/antennas, and then no 
more Radiomen. Just some sad sap 
sitting behind the keyboard making 
sure the computer is working ok. / 
should have been born 40 Vveats agc 
to really eryoy this specialty. Oh well, I 
guess I'll have to live with my Ham 
radio gear | am about to set up, and 
hopefully a part-time job at KFS in 
Half Moon Bay, CA. Even then, I still 
have to set up an appointment just to 
take a test for the Third Class FCC 
Radiotelegraph ticket, shortly to be 
administered by the private sector, 
similar to the amateur service setup. 
At any rate, ‘a day late and a dollar 
short,’ but hey, life goes on. 


Well, Ted, just wanted to drop you 
a line to let you know what was up for 
the final (S00 kHz) broadcast from 
NMC. You may have better luck with 
(other CG stations). Here are their 
phone numbers: 


NMF (NIK) 617 837-6307 Boston, MA 
NMG 504 393-6142 New Orleans, LA 
NMN 804 421-6240 Portsmouth, VA 
NMO 808 628-4431 Honolulu, HI 
NOJ 907 487-5217 Kodiak, AK 
NRV 011 671 355-5564 Guam 


We'll be remotely keying Guam for 
HFCW here shortly. We’re already 
keying Kodiak for RTTY, and possibly 
soon for Honolulu as well. Hopefully 
we'lll be doing their HFCW, who 
knows? ... (Continued, Page 15) 


USCG QRT 500 kHz - From P.14 


Your Editor decided to act on Eric 
Simmons’ suggestion. On June 28 we 
called the Coast Guard Communica- 
tions Station NMN at Portsmouth, VA 
on their toll-free line, 1-800-742-8519. 


NMN is the principal Coast Guard 
radio station on the Atlantic Coast. It 
is also known as “CAMSLANT” 
(Communications Area Master Station 
Atlantic). 


Eventually we were connected to the 
Radioman In Charge and we posed 
our question as to whether the Coast 
Guard is planning any sort of 
announcement / observance of the end 
of its MFCW service on 1 August 
1993. 


The RMIC was very courteous and 
knowledgable. But he could not 
answer our query. He said, “we may 
do a final broadcast but we are not 
sure yet." He intimated that the Coast 
Guard is receiving “input” on closing 
down MFCW service. He suggested 
we call the station again closer to the 
1 August ORT date. 


As that date approaches, we suggest 
our members get their cassette recor- 
ders and MF receivers ready and park 
on 500 kHz - “just in case” the CG 
does send a "VA" message or 
announcement from any of its medium 
frequency stations. The RMIC at 
NMN did say that after 1 August, 
1993, the USCG will be gone from the 
MFCW band. Commercial stations 
such as WCC, WSC, WLO, WNU, 
KLC, KFS and KPH are expected to 
maintain MFCW service for an un- 
determined period. Many of their 
Third World maritime customers still 
use and depend on it. 


Another way to hear what the 
USCG may do is to monitor their 
HFCW broadcasts from NMN/NAM/ 
NAR on __ 5,870, 8,090, 12,135 and 
16,180 kHz. Good luck! - Editor. 


SOWP NET NEWS 


On Page 18 you'll find an updated 
schedule of SOWP nets. This one runs 
through 30 October, 1993, when Day- 
light Saving Time ends in North 
America. Some of our nets are taking 
the summer off, as indicated. 


One net which is NOT taking a 
summer break is the Tuesday morning 
H.K. Warner Memorial TRANS- 
CON NET, named for our late Chief 
Operator, Hank, W1HRQ. This net 
has recently moved to a new 20m 
frequency: 14,058 kHz. Net Control 
op Tom Haymond, WS8CCN, says 
the move was necessary to overcome 
QRM around our former QRG. 


Our second TRANSCON NET, 
named for another departed Chief 
Operator, Oscar Harrison, has held 
a Thursday morning time slot for many 
years. It is not running this summer. 
Net control chores are now handled by 
John McKinney, WOAP. Mac sent 
us a note recently and we quote 
(excerpts): 


“{ am at a quandary as to how to 
handle the TRANSCON net. | have 
doubts as to whether (it) can be 
successfully re-established. There does 
not seem to be the interest or enthu- 
siasm we had some years ago.... What 
to do about it? I do not know. (But) 
let’s shoot for a September 16 start-up. 
I would like to run it on a once per 
week basis on Thursdays, in a profes- 
sional manner just as the RJ (Pacific 
Coast) net does on Thursday evenings, 
rather than a two-hour ragchew bet- 


ween myself and the net members. 


Considering the time difference bet- 


ween the west coast and the east coast, 
I believe we must stick to the 10 AM 
Central Time start-up (1400 UTC/ 
April through October and 1500 UTC/ 
November through March). Anything 
later gets into the noon hour on the 
East Coast and anything earlier is 
“before breakfast” in California. I 
suggest that the net frequencies be 
14,058 and 7,029 kHz. I will run dual (a 
new wrinkle - Ed.) so as to cover the 
“skip zone” stations. I will run 500 
watts on 20m and 100 watts on 40m. | 
hope we can get TRANSCON back on 
track. - 73...Mac" 


Erich Walter, 1536-M, HB9CHE 
Director of our SOWP Swiss Chapter, 
writes: 


“On the “SOWP NETS & SCHE- 
DULES/UTC information sheet, there 
(was) some confusion about the start- 
ing time for our Swiss (Edelweiss) CW 
net. We start each Sunday morning at 
1015 HBT, Swiss local time. 


During the summer this is 0815 UTC 
and 0915 UTC in winter.” 


Editor’s Reply: Thanks, Erich! We 
have made the corrections you sugges- 
ted. Please see Page 18 


BRITISH SPECIAL EVENT 
Loughborough, England: 


The Loughborough and District 
ARS will operate GB70CT July 22 - 
27 to commemorate the 70th annivers- 
ary of the Loughborough Carillon 
War Memorial. Frequencies: 3.55, 
3.765, 7.025, 14.050, 14.250, 21.050, 
21.250, 28.050, 28.450 mHz. 


During WWII leading up to the 
Normandy landings, elements of the 
US 82nd Airborne were billeted near 
Loughborough. 


For more information, contact Alan 
Hemmings, GOPHT, 35 Ravensthorpe 
Dr., Loughborough, Leics., 
LE11 OWA, United Kingdom. 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


ANDERSEN, Hans, 0757-SGP, Hun- 
tington Beach, CA. No details. 


BEIK, Raymon A., 3608-V, KH6IC, 
1992, Kailua, Kona, Hawaii. 


BELTZ, William J., 4773-P, K1PTV, 
Lyons, NY. No details. 


BEVERAGE, Dr. Harold H., Honor- 
ary Member No. 14, SOWP, ex-2BML, 
99, Jan. 27, 1993, Stony Brook, NY. 


BOND, Clyde H., 2796-P, W7RB, June 
12, 1992, Spring Valley, CA. Reported 
by his daughter. 


BOYCE, Jefferson C., 694-V, W7INR, 
Santa Maria, CA. No details. 


BRIGHTMAN, Raymond B., 3040- 
SGP, W6MIN, September 23, 1990, 
Placentia, CA., No other details. 


BRYAN, William J., 0103-TA, 
G3RKC, Felixstowe, Suffolk, United 
Kingdom. No details. 


CASSEL, Michael H., 3492-M, 
K7BEH, Havre, MT. Report by wife; 
no date or other details given. 
CHAMBERS, Garry S., 4207-P, 
JR1YYQ/NH6V, Tokyo, Japan. No 
details. 


CHICOINE, Marc E., 4705-M, 
N1EKX, Portsmouth, RI., No details. 


CLAUSEN, Clarence C., 1293-SGP, 
WAOEBR, Carmel, CA. No details. 


COMSTOCK, George [, 0154SGP, 
W7CJ, Moscow, ID., No details. 


CROUCH, James H., 1581-P, K4YP, 
Beaumont, TX. Reported by his wife. 


DEVINE, Frank J., 3023-M, 66, June 
23, 1992, Huntington Station, NY. with 


RCA Communications, 1942; 1944-48 
Radio Officer, U.S. merchant marine. 
Became C. O. Radio Electronics Unit, 
NYCity Police Dept, 1952(-VWOA 
newsletter, Spring 93) 


ENNIS, Robert W., 271-P, May 8, 
1990, Pitman, NJ. He was a Radio 
Officer with Grace Steamship Lines in 
the 1930’s. Reported by Mrs. Anna 
Lou Ennis. 


FARRAN, Joseph R., 3233-P, 
WB4ULO, June 25, 1993, St. Peters- 
burg, FL. 


FORSYTH, Russell, 2099-P, K4YS, 84, 
April 17, 1993, long illness, Hayesville, 
NC. (Reported by Bill Willmot, 784-V, 
K4TF) 


FOUTS, Theodore L., 2050-SGP, 90, 
Jan. 17, 1992, Grand Junction, CO. 


HAUGER, Oscar A., 3469-SGP, 
W10K, 93, Mar. 3, 1993, Palm Coast, 
FL. First licensed as radio amateur in 
1916. Was a seagoing Radio Officer 
many years, beginning in 1918. 


HOLADAY, Donald F. 4616-V, 
WODR, Oct. 31, 1992, Mill City, OR. 


HOLLAND, John K, 0818-SGP, 
VE3BOJ, 1993, Hamilton, Ont., age 95. 
Reported by Earl Korf, 0613-SGP, 
K2IC. 


KIMBERK, Raymond S., 0127-SGP, 
1991, San Rafael, CA. No other details 


LAWSHE, Merritt H, 0588-SGP, 
Trenton, NJ. No details. 


LOCHER, Albert, W6GLZ, Yucca 
Valley, CA. No details. 


LEVINE, David B., 875-V, WB4ESH, 
82, Nov. 12, 1992, Holly Hill, FL., from 
injuries received in a fire at his home. 
He was a WWII merchant marine 
Radio Officer and served later as a 
U.S. Navy radioman. He was recog- 
nized by the Russian government for 
service in convoys to Murmansk. 


LOHNER, Charles F., 2739-SGP, 
WS8RN, 89, Feb. 24, 1993, Bedford, 
OH., He was a Radio Officer on Great 
Lakes freighters for more than 20 
years, then was employed by the Cleve- 
land, OH Police Department as a 
civilian in radio control. He retired in 
1971. Reported by Mrs. Mildred A. 
Lohner. 


MAYLOTT, Carleton F., P.E., 2604- 
SGP, W2YE, March 14, 1993, Wil- 
liamsville, N.Y. No details. 


MEHRLING, Emerson R, 2500-P, 
WANH, July 6, 1993, Fairfax, VA. 


MELONEY, William M., 0300-V, 
WO6HTG, 75, Dec. 24, 1992, Heart 
attack, Inverness, CA. 


O’DW YER, Phillip W., 4633-P, 
WF4X, Fort Walton Beach, FL. No 
details. 


OKSANAN, Karl, 4315-P, W7FVW, 
12-10-92, Phoenix, AZ. Reported by 
Mrs. Grace H. Oksanan. 


PHEYSEY, Robert H., 1467-P, 
W20OBF, May 15, 1993, lung cancer, 
Grayson, GA. Reported by Mrs. Edna 
Pheysey. 


PIOTROWSKI, Sigmund, 0312-P, 
WOEWF, Jan. 10, 1993, Venango, NE., 
reported by Dan Hughes. 


RARER, Edward B., 4824-P, Nov. 7, 
1992, Rye, NH. Reported by Mrs. 
Rarer. 


SCHNEIDER, Paul R, 4559-P, 
NX6W, Oxnard, CA. No details. 


VOLZ, Esmond K., 2648-P, W4WTW, 
June 19, 1993, Palm Harbor, FL., after 
a long illness. 


WADE, Stanley F., 2645-SGP, W7PD, 
Dec. 14, 1992, Sun City, AZ. Reported 
by son, Charles L. Wade. Radio 
amateur license since 1923. At age 19 
employed by United Fruit Co., becom- 
ing Chief Radio Officer on ships. 
(Continued, Page 17) 
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Served as U.S. Army Signal Corps 
officer in WWII, later with U.S. Air 
Force. He retired as a Major. 


WEDEMEYER, George E., 1885- 
SGP, Feb. 19,1993, 90, Ann Arbor, ML 
First amateur spark transmitter in 1914 
at age 12. Later held amateur calls 8BF 
and 8CBO. Ship radio officer, ocean 
and Great Lakes vessels, 1920 - 1923. 


WHITE, David D., 3449-P, W1SZJ, 
Cherryfield, ME., April 12, 1993, of a 
Massive coronary attack. Reported by 
William T. Jackson, W6HDP. 


WHITE, Edward L., 3393-V, K7GOX, 
Parker, AZ. No details. 


WICHELS, Jack., (Member no. not 
available) W7YF, Edmonds, WA. No 
details. 


IN REMEMBRANCE 


H. H. Beverage, 99, Research 
Scientist and Radio Engineer 


By Wolfgang Saxon, New York Zimes, 
February 2, 1993 excerpts: 


Harold Henry Beverage, (ex -2BML, 
Honorary Member No. 14, Society of 
Wireless Pioneers) a radio engineer 
and RCA scientist whose research 
advanced communications technology, 
died January 29, 1993. He was 99 and 
lived in Stony Brook, NY. 


Mr. Beverage held more than 40 
patents in his field. He was a co- 
inventor of the wave antenna and the 
diversity system for high-frequency 
reception. 


The Beverage Antenna 


In 1938, the Radio Club of America 
presented him with its Armstrong 
Medal for his work in the development 
of aerial systems. The Beverage 
antenna, the citation said, was “the 
precursor of wave antennas of all 


types.” 


In 1923, when he was just 30, he 
received a Morris Liebmann Memorial 
Prize for his contributions to the 
development of trans-oceanic radio. 


Mr. Beverage, who was born in 
North Haven, ME., graduated from 
the University of Maine in 1915 and 
went to work for General Electric the 
following year as a radio-laboratory 
assistant. In 1920, at the age of 27, he 
was placed in charge of developing 
receivers for trans-oceanic communi- 
cations at the RCA Corporation. 


In 1929, the company named him 
chief research engineer of communica- 
tions, a position he held until 1940, 
when he was promoted to vice pre- 
sident in charge of research and deve- 
lopment at RCA Communications Inc., 
a subsidiary of the Radio Corporation 
of America. He retired in 1958 from 
that position and as director of radio 
research but continued in communica- 
tions as a consultant. 


Dr. Beverage’s wife, Patricia, pre- 
deceased him. He is survived by several 
nieces and nephews. 


George E. Wedemeyer 


(The following is taken from the 
VWOA Newsletter, Fall issue 1987). 


Book Review of WIRELESS MAN, 
the personal journal of George E. 
Wedemeyer, published in _ limited 
manuscript form only by the American 
Merchant Marine Museum Press, 
Kings Point, NY., in September, 1987. 


Qouted in full from a review by Keith 
D. Collins, member of SOWP and 
VWOA: 


How do you review a book that is not 
commercially available to potential rea- 
ders? (The author presented copies to 
a few VWOA and SOWP officers). As 
I pored thru the pages of a time | 
would have loved to live in, a thought 
struck me. If Will Rogers ever went to 


sea, he did so in the guise of George 
Wedemeyer. Therefore, this review will 
consist solely of what | appreciated as 
notable quotes from the author’s 


pages: 
Page 94: “I never wanted anything so 


badly in my life as to be a ship wireless 
operator.” 


Page 148: “Now, Slim, all you have to 
do is put an X on this line. Incredibly, 
he said, ‘What’s ah X?’ I'll show you 
Slim. First you draw a slant line like 
this and then draw another slant 
across it like this and that makes an X. 
With considerable effort he made a 
good X. That’s fine, Slim. You are now 
Officially an ordinary seaman on this 
ship. Your pay is $30 a month and you 
don’t have to pay for what you eat.” 


Page 61: “When you heard this arc, it 
was a weird sound, sort of eerie in a 
way. It was, perhaps like a mourning 
dove, resembling a sort of moaning 
sound: Ah-woo, Ah-woo, Ah-woo.” 


Page 242: “Vell, Mr. Koopman, Ve 
should pick up the Lightship Ambrose 
in a few minutes.” 


Page 142: “I have heard some great 
yarns from old sailors and they all start 
the same way: When, where, the name 
of the ship and the circumstances in 
which the story begins: ‘It was in 1920 
and I was an AB aboard the Ocean 
Queen. We was in Valparaiso, Chile. | 
goes ashore and picks up with this 
savage gal in Juan’s place on the water 
front where all the sailors go.” 


Page 135: “So, the old days of using 
the code and spark transmitters was 
indeed an era that was beautiful to 
have lived in, but it will never happen 
again. Today we still have code men, 
but they have trick keys and printers 
and all kinds of equipment which is 
marvelous in itself, but offers no 
particular advantage in using it .” 


(Our thanks to Keith Collins for his 
review as a Wedemeyer memorial. -Ed) 


<0. SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES / UTC 
offi. AN P Wri 
EFFECTIVE @4 APRIL THROUGH 30 OCTOBER, 1993 - (DAYLIGHT TIME IN NORTH AMERICA) 
(Some Nets close for part of this period. See notes below) 
NET NAME DAY TIME (UTC FREQ. NCS ANCS 
VANCOUVER B.C. Daily 1615- 147.54 VET7AAT-Art VE7YL- 
170@ FM SPX Elizabeth 
HAPPY HOUR(No.Calif) M-F Q@000 3947.5 W6BFU-Jess W6TQU-Hap 
(SSB) 
PICKERILL Start MON 1400 FM 146.97 W2EEQ-Russ (Mt. Carmel) 
is SY H PMS 14 ott oo (Don Masten Memorial Net) 
INLAND SEAS MON 2300 7042 W8FEC-Art W8PQO- "SP" 
id TUE Q@000 3555 W8FEC-Art W8PQO- "SP" 
(80m net closed Mid-June to Mid-September) 
CAPITAL AREA (SSB) TUE 1400 3966 W4NH-Em W4HU-John 
H.K.WARNER MEMORIAL TUE 1400 14058 (new) W8CCN-Tom 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 
SOUTHWESTERN TUE 1430 7055 W5RM - Pres 
JACK BINNS WED 0300 3555 VE7KWK- KEITH WA7CJV-Viggo 
OSCAR HARRISON MEM. THU 1400 * 14058 (new) W@AP-Mac 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET * 7029 (new) * 

* (Net closed. Reopens September 16 using two simultaneous transmitters. ) 
RICHARD JOHNSTONE FRI 0300 3555 W7FLF-Tuck W6EJB-John 
(Pacific Coast) ROLL CALL BULLETINS 

Net closed June, Jul August 
CAPITAL AREA SAT 1300 3665 W4NH-Em W4HU-John 
YANKEE/EAST COAST SAT 1330 7040 KA2ZNE-Bob WS8KKJP-Del 
SWISS (Edelweiss) SUN Q815 7027 HB9XJ-Hans HB9BYO- 
Harald 
YANKEE/E.COAST(SSB) SUN 1730 7230 AA2FJ-Les 
SOUTHEASTERN SUN 1800 7054 K4HDV-Dan N4PS-Sam 


Most of these nets maintain the same local starting time throughout the year 
From April through October they begin one hour earlier by the UTC clock. 


-SOWP HIGH SPEED CODE PRACTICE and CERTIFICATION TEST SCHEDULES - 
George Hart, W1NJM, regularly conducts high speed practice and certification 
tests sponsored by SOWP throughout the year on Monday and Thursday at 0130 
UTC on 3523 and 7023 kHz. From December through April, the schedule is main- 
tained from W1NJM/4. Certification tests are held on the first Monday (UTC) 
in May and November at 9130 UTC. On the practice runs, speeds are from 20-65 
wpm in various increments, decrements and sequences as announced by W1NJM. 
Speeds for the certification tests are from 4@ through 6@ wpm in 5 wpm steps 


W.Conley Smith, K6DYX, transmits high speed practice Mondays and Thursdays 


at @33@ UTC on 3525 and 7025 kHz at speeds as announced. Smitty also runs 
certification tests at the same time and speeds as W1INJM on 3525 and 7025 
kHz. Attractive SOWP certificates are awarded to successful participants. 


Note: Send changes/corrections to T.K. Phelps, Ediitor, SOWP, W8TP, at 
6289 Olde Orchard Dr., Columbus, OH 43213-3416 USA. Tel: 614-866-6289 


Dp 
ARM PATCH/CREST : Wear on Sedat eh 


arm or jacket. Blue with mul- 
ticolor logo. Price $3 plus 56¢ 


En 
eh UE eh Le OG 


CAPEUCERINS 
rim . 


MEMBERSHIP LABELS 
(1) Blue/white $1.50 (2) Large 
Red $1.50 (3) Smal! Red $1.00 


SCRIMSHAW PRICE-LIST 


A number of S.0.W_P. SLOP CHEST supplies available and 
now listed above are called to your attention below: 


DECALS - 3-1/4x5" Blue logo on yellow field $175 ppd 
TITAMEC PINS - Metal oicture of shio with Society 
of Pioneers at botton. Attractive ..... $2.00 ppa 


pabh eats Covers letter size pace witn — 
X maonifaction power. Unbreakable ootic lens brings 
small print up close. $3.00 each or 2 for $4.50 ppd. 


PATCHES - Round red 6" multicolor $6 + $1 ship. 
ALL ORDERS SUBJECT STOCK OM HAND 


Items & Quantity 50 100 300 Shiooing 
LETTERHEADS 3.00 4.50 12.00 Actual Cost 
NOTE-HEADS 2.50 4.00 70 e 
ENVELOPES #6 Small 23 6.00 14.00 " 
ENVELOPES #10 Laroe -00 7.00 #£17.00 E 


TAX HOTICE: CALIF. MEMBERS: Be sure and add 6% to the 
total orice . less shioping charges. 

[=] SHIPPING. On stationery orders of $7.50 or less 
add $2.00 for shinpina. We use UPS or PP. (Need Street 


address for ups shippino). On orders OVER $7.50 add 
$3.50 for shipping. We refund or give credit on any 


(19) 


red white and 
inlay. Black cord, 


Lace! Pins Available in red, 
{ “~ blue & green 
eae ray re / Please give 
Bed ral 1st and 2nd 
SOW j choice 


lashes White/biue. 
Handsome. $5.00 Plus $1 Mail. 


1993 


HONORING RALPH FOLKMAN 


‘3 Pioneer Cartoonist 


SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS 


Gold, metal i 
blue enameled 
$8.00 ppd. } 


SOWP MUG - Good for Coffee- 
Royals too! . Design by our 
Pioneer member $6 plus $1 ship | 


larged 


Beautiful gold 


SOWP SPORTS CAP 
$6.50 each plus $1 Mailing 
Cost. 


Overage. INSURANCE: Add .70¢ where insurance is 
desired and via mail. UPS preoavs insurance. 
OVERSEAS & FORETGH:Pleese include sufficient to cover. 


Overaaes will be credited to your account. ALL QUOTES 
are in U.S. FUNDS. Allow for exchanoe costs in your 


| orders. 
The Society of Wireless Pioneers, Tac. 
stands behind EVERY ITEM we sell ! If you 


are not 100% satisfield withia 30 days of 
receipt, we will refund your modey. Make 
all checks payable to the Society. PLEASE 


DON'T ADD DUES TO SLOP CHEST ORDERS 


ROY COUZIN ,W6JET--MANAGER 
SOWP PROMOTIONAL SUPPLIES 
151 WANER WAY 
FELTON ,CA.95018 
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Normandy - From P.3 Robert Lukenbill, W6DO, Chief Opr. S. S. Jeremiah O’Brien, 
From ealex et ee paleo are Robert Lace, W60DI Fort Mason Center-Landmark Bldg. A 


W6MMG, a report on the current Andy Dragi, K6HON San Sirancisegy ~~ 94123-1982 
volunteer radio crews for the three AGT ae Neon 
one Emmett Harvey, KA6HJE TEL: 415-441-3101 FAX: 415-441-3712 
Normandy Convoy ships: 
eke ** € 
S.S. Jeremiah O’Brien -(Uses call SS. John Webi erin P - i: ae shies ae 
sign of op on duty or W6PW - San (Uses callsign of op on duty): Project ery SUP). an 
Brantisco. Radia Ch) Highlandtown Station, 
; Ralph Albers, W4ER, Chief Opr. Baltimore, MD, 21224-0486 
Robert Gisslow, KB6YYL, Chief Opr. Office, TEL: 410-661-1550 
Dick Secondari, K6TR ate eas ba fige Ship, TEL: 410-558-0646 
John Secondari, K6TW hee cae ba 
Alex Newbold, W6MMG pt habaa sae 
** & 
rf a S. S. Lane Victory, 


To inquire about summer day cruises, U.S. M.M. Veterans, WW _ II, 
activities and fund-raising, contact the 839 S. Beacon St, San Pedro, CA 
ships: 90731. TEL: 213-519-9545 


S.S. Lane Victory -(Uses callsign 
W6MWO -’Marine Wireless Opera- 
tor” or callsign of op on duty) 


++++ SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, Inc. - FOUNDED 1968 ++++ ~ ~ ~ William A. Breniman - Founder 
and President Emeritus ~ ~ ~ CORRESPONDENCE: SOWP Headquarters - Send letters re Dues ($10 U.S./Calendar 
Year) Change of Address and all membership correspondence to: Exec. Sec. Waldo T. Boyd (K6DZY) P.O. Box 86, 
Geyserville, CA 95441. [Tel: 707-857-3434] Orders for SOWP emblems, stationery & Slop Chest Items to: Roy I. Couzin, 
(W6JET) 151 Waner Way, Felton, CA 95018 [TEL:408-335-7874] Please enclose SASE. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE: The World Wireless Beacon is published by The Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc., 6289 Olde 
Orchard Drive, Columbus, OH USA 43213-3416. [TEL: 614-866-6289] Editor & Publisher, T. K. Phelps (W8TP). Send 
comments, letters and editorial contributions, (with SASE) to the Editorial Office. 


ORIGINAL MATERIAL IN THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE QUOTED IF CREDIT IS GIVEN 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc., BULK RATE 
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TIME VALUED MATERIAL - PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 


TO> 


AQ797~\ 4651-V @xk WSDU Lied jase 


Los Altass CA 94022 


